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Wirral Arts Society (Young Arts) Donation


Thank you for your generous donation of £250 towards Heswall Camp 2025. 
This year we offered free places on a residential holiday camp to 35 disabled children and additionally 5 others who were unable to stay overnight due to their care needs. All of the children were from the immediate area and would not be able to attend any summer schemes because of their disabilities without out support. 

The theme for 2025 was ‘I’m a Camper, Welcome to the Jungle’. We had a range of activities throughout the week to match the theme including exotic animals, kayaking, drumming and forfeits with huge amounts of gunge. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The donation from Wirral Arts Society was well spent on materials we could use for drawing and painting, sensory arts using coloured rice and scented foam, making costumes and props for the theme and a range of projects which the children could build and take home. These included bird feeders, bee houses, bug hotels, felt insects, nature crafts, stickers and activity books.

We began the week with a huge banner, which the volunteers started and helped the children to colour in and make their own. Each team created their own posters filled with their names, favourite things and some important things to remember on camp such as friendships and making memories.
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As the week went on, we kept adding to the creativity and used the materials to create masks and costumes. Not only did we have ready-made projects, but the materials meant our children and volunteers could use their own creativity and respond to their needs and ambitions.

The week always ends in a fantastic party and many of the costumes and art were displayed and used again in the hall to create a brilliant atmosphere. This included face painting led by some of our more creative volunteers and really added to the fun.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]DANIEL – FIRST TIME CAMPER
THANK YOU SO MUCH FROM THE BOTTOM OF OUR HEARTS. DANIEL HASNT STOPPED ASKING TO GO BACK. HE ENJOYED HIS CAMP TO THE HILT AND THE INDEPENDENCE HE HAD IS SOMETHING HE COULD NEVER HAVE WITHOUT YOU. THE TEAM WERE ATTENTIVE, CARING, ORGANISED, PATIENT, ON THE BALL. YOU DO A FANTASTIC JOB WHEN THERE ARE SO MANY VULNERABLE KIDS TO LOOK AFTER. YOU HAVE MADE THIS AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE FOR MY LITTLE FELLA THAT HE WILL REMEMBER FOR THE REST OF HIS LIFE.


THE LAND OF WHEELCHAIRS – BY CHARLIE

IF YOU ARE IN A WHEELCHAIR, YOU MIGHT FEEL ALONE 
IF YOU ARE IN A WHEELCHAIR, YOU MIGHT FEEL SAD
BUT YOU MIGHT FIND, MY OLD FRIEND, 
A LAND THAT SUITS YOU. 
YOU CALL THAT, THE LAND OF WHEELCHAIRS,
WHERE DISABLED PEOPLE GO WHEN THEY ARE SAD. 
THERE YOU FIND ANIMALS AND WHEELCHAIR USERS THAT MAKE YOU PART OF THE TRIBE. 
PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER MAKE UP A FAMILY IN THE LAND OF WHEELCHAIRS. 
TO MOST PEOPLE THIS LAND WILL REMAIN UNKNOWN, LIKE IT DOESN’T EXIST
THE LAND OF WHEELCHAIRS IS A HAPPY PLACE 
A LAND WHERE YOU WILL NOT FEEL LIKE A SOCIAL REJECT. 

WHEN HE GOT HOME, CHARLIE WROTE THIS POEM AND ANNOUNCED “I FOUND MY LAND OF WHEELCHAIRS.  I KNEW IT EXISTED AND IT DOES!” 
CAMP REALLY WAS A SPECIAL TIME FOR CHARLIE. 





TOBY – RETURNING CAMPER
THANK YOU IS JUST NOT ENOUGH.
 THE CONFIDENCE AND INDEPENDENCE THIS CAMP GIVES TO OUR CHILDREN IS IMMEASURABLE.
THEY ABSOLUTELY LOVE IT AND ENJOY EXPERIENCES WITH THEIR FRIENDS IN WAYS WE JUST CANNOT MATCH.
TO FIND A CAMP THAT HAS THIS CAN-DO ATTITUDE AND MATCHES - NO, EXCEEDS OUR EXPECTATIONS- IS LIKE IT’S OWN MIRACLE.
FOR TOBY TO GET TO DO THIS ON HIS OWN RESIDENTIAL HOLIDAY WITH PEOPLE HE KNOWS AS GOOD FRIENDS IS SO AMAZING AND WE ARE FOREVER GRATEFUL.
ALSO, FOR US TO DO THINGS WITH THE OTHER SIBLINGS AND GIVE THEM SOME OF THEIR OWN TIME WITH US HELPS US STRENGTHEN OUR FAMILY BONDS. AT THE END OF CAMP WHEN WE GET TO HEAR OTHER PEOPLES STORIES OF TOBY, THAT WARMS OUR HEARTS AND JUST MAKES US APPRECIATE HIM EVEN MORE. 
THANK YOU EVERYONE AT HESWALL CAMP.
WE LOVE AND ADMIRE YOU SO MUCH - YOU ARE ALL IN OUR HEARTS FOREVER XXXX


























[image: A group of people wearing bunny ears and a basket

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


Thank you to everyone at Wirral Arts Society for helping to make this camp happen, many of you we have never met before but truly appreciate. I would like to thank Siobhan McCormick and Martin Amlôt who have supported me in securing this donation personally. 

Sincerely, 
Vinny Keating and everyone at Heswall Disabled Children’s Holiday Fund
 


Heswall Disabled Children’s Holiday Fund
Registered as a charity in England and Wales (1177670 – formerly 507077)
Registered Ofsted Residential Holiday Scheme for Disabled Children (SC433743)
www.heswallcamp.org.uk
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